A TECHNOLOGY BILL OF RIGHTS
FROM THE INTERNATIONAL
ASSOCIATION OF MACHINISTS

On Aprl 30, and May 1, 1981, William Winpisinger, then president of the
International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers [IAM], AFL-
CIO, hosted the IAM Scientists and Engineers Conference in Mew York City.
It was chaired by Seymour Melman, Professor of Engineering and Operations
Research at Columbia University. The purpose of the event was to bring
social scientists from major universities and engineers from large manufac-
turing corporations into direct dialogue with each other and with top IAM
offcials and rank and file members, an attendance of about forty people in
all.! Their assignment was to examine what was happening to the nature of
work and employment as the mechanized forms of automation get replaced
by those involving computers and robots.

The Technology Bill of Rights was produced as a direct result of the con-
ference.2 Beyond circulation given the bill directly by the IAM staff, it was
also published in the quarterly journal democracy {Sheldon Wolin, ed.), New

York, Spring 1983, pp.25-27.
=N

International Association of Machinists Congress hereby amends the
National Labor Relations Act, Railway Act, and other appropriate Acts to
declare a national labor policy through a New Technology Bill of Rights:

|
Mew technology shall be used in a way that creates jobs and promotes com-
munity-wide and national full employment.
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